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Experience the Soul of Jazz at the 2025 Phoebus Jazz Festival 

Hampton, VA – Prepare to be captivated as the Hampton Roads Jazz proudly 

presents the 2025 Phoebus Jazz Festival, a vibrant two-day celebration of jazz featuring 

an extraordinary lineup of local talents and renowned national stars. Taking place at 

The American Theatre, 125 East Mellen Street, Hampton, Va, this festival promises 

something for every jazz enthusiast. 

The 2025 festival kicks off on Friday, September 26th with the legendary, electrifying 

drummer Steve Smith and Vital Information, formed in 1983. Smith’s jazz fusion group 

celebrated the 40th anniversary of their album Time Flies in 2023. Smith’s latest edition 

of Vital Information features the extraordinary Cuban pianist/composer Manuel Valera 

and British bassist Janek Gwizdala. The excitement continues with the vibrant sounds of 

the Latin Jazz Conspiracy, a Hampton Roads favorite known for their authentic latin, 

Afro-Cuban, and Brazilian rhythms, promising fiery descargas and beautiful boleros. 

The rhythm pulses into Saturday as two-time Grammy Award winner Eric Marienthal, a 

saxophonist who rose to prominence with the Chick Corea Elektric band and has 

collaborated with musical giants like Elton John and Stevie Wonder, will showcase his 

chart-topping talent. Then get ready to groove with Richmond-based bassist Michael 

Hawkins & The Brotherhood, formed in 2018 with alto saxophonist James “Saxmo” 

Gates, pianist Dr. Weldon Hill and drummer Billy Williams, Jr. 

A special highlight for all attendees as Hampton Roads resident Jae Sinnett, a one man 

synthesis of Art Blakey’s power, Elvin Jones’ complex cross-rhythms, and Max Roach’s 

percussive precision, will be featured performing with the Latin Jazz Conspiracy and 

Everette Harp. Jae Sinnett formed The Hampton Roads Jazz Incorporated (HR Jazz), 

non-profit 501C3 organization in 2023 and is one of the most durable and dynamic 

drummers on the scene. He’s worked with Ellis Marsalis, Freddie Hubbard, Randy 

Brecker, James Moody, Frank Morgan, Fred Hersch and Mulgrew Miller. He’s released 

over twenty recordings as a leader, including his latest release, The Blur the Lines 

Project, which features Sinnett’s return to his rock roots, playing the music of Rush, 

Rare Earth, The Edgar Winter Group, Steppenwolf, Deep Purple and Led Zeppelin.  

Friday and Saturday’s shows will begin at 7:30 p.m. 

Tickets are available through Ticketmaster, with free event parking for all attendees. Do 

not miss this must-see jazz extravaganza that brings together the best of Hampton 
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Roads and beyond. Secure your seats today! 
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Partially bordered by the Hampton Roads harbor and Chesapeake Bay, Hampton, with 

the 344,000 sq. ft. Hampton Roads Convention Center and the award-winning 

Hampton Coliseum, is located in the center of Coastal Virginia and the Hampton Roads 

metropolitan area. Hampton is the site of America's first continuous English-speaking 

settlement, the site of the first arrival of Africans in English North America, and is home 

to such visitor attractions as the Virginia Air & Space Science Center, Fort Monroe 

National Monument, Hampton History Museum, Hampton University Museum, The 

American Theatre, among others. 


