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Phabulous Phoebus Pride Festival Returns June 7 ​
Special screening of documentary series Red Lights & Civil Rights: A Hampton Story 

will be held during the festival 

Hampton, VA - On Saturday, June 7, 2025, from 12 noon to 6 p.m., the streets of 

historic Phoebus will come alive with pride, unity, and creativity as the Phabulous 

Phoebus Pride Festival returns for another unforgettable year. Hosted by Hampton 

Roads Pride, the Hampton Convention & Visitor Bureau, and the Phoebus Partnership, 

this free, family-friendly celebration is a powerful expression of love, inclusion, and local 

culture. 

The festival will offer a full day of vibrant activities and entertainment for all ages. 

Festival goers can enjoy delicious food from small business vendors, sip craft beer and 

cider from Hampton’s finest breweries (21+ with valid ID), shop from over 30 local 

artists and makers, and dance to live music performances scheduled throughout the 

afternoon. Local organizations will also be on-site offering LGBTQ+ community 

resources, support services, and educational materials. 

Entertainment will be provided by the host, Vivian Deveraux Valentine, along with Soft 

Riot, Dancing King and Queens of Drag, Not Those Girls, and Myra Smith & The 

Phoenix Collective. There will also be pride speeches and the City Proclamation 

presentation. 

One of this year’s most significant additions to the festival is a special screening of the 

local documentary series Red Lights & Civil Rights: A Hampton Story by Dr. Charles H. 

Ford, professor at Norfolk State University and longtime board member of Hampton 

Roads Pride. This moving series explores Hampton’s rich LGBTQ history from the very 

beginning. 

Screenings of Red Lights & Civil Rights: A Hampton Story are scheduled for 1 p.m., 2 

p.m., and 4 p.m., at The American Theatre. The theatre lobby will be open from 12:30 

p.m. to 5:00 p.m., with concessions available throughout the afternoon. The auditorium 

will be open 15 minutes prior to each screening. Following each showing, guests will 

have the opportunity to meet and speak with Dr. Ford during scheduled meet and greet 

sessions in the theatre lobby. This special event is made possible through a collaboration 

between the Hampton History Museum, The American Theatre, the Unity Commission, 

and the Phoebus Partnership.  
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Volunteers are needed, and if you or someone you know is interested, please visit 

Phabulous Phoebus Pride Volunteers to sign up. 

Check out more information here: 

https://visithampton.com/event/phoebus-pride-2025/  

### 

Image attached: Myra Smith & The Phoenix Collective will headline the Phabulous 

Phoebus Pride Festival. 

Partially bordered by the Hampton Roads harbor and Chesapeake Bay, Hampton, with 

the 344,000 sq. ft. Hampton Roads Convention Center and the award-winning 

Hampton Coliseum, is located in the center of Coastal Virginia and the Hampton Roads 

metropolitan area. Hampton is the site of America's first continuous English-speaking 

settlement, the site of the first arrival of Africans in English North America, and is home 

to such visitor attractions as the Virginia Air & Space Science Center, Fort Monroe 

National Monument, Hampton History Museum, Hampton University Museum, The 

American Theatre, among others.  
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