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June Events Happening at the Hampton History Museum

Hampton, VA — “Steampunk: Visions of Futures Past” returns with this year’s theme
of “Flights of Fancy” with free museum admission during Blackbeard Pirate Festival
weekend, May 31-June 1; Anthropologist Chadra Pittman delivers “America’s
Inconvenient Truths: Remembering the Transatlantic Trade in a Time of Erasure” on
June 9; and she will also lead the 14" Annual Day of Remembrance Ceremony at Fort
Monroe on June 14.

Steampunk: Visions of Futures Past - "Flights of Fancy"

Saturday, May 31, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. & Sunday, June 1, 1:00 p.m.-5:00
p.m.

Free Museum Admission during Blackbeard Pirate Festival

Step into a world where steam meets imagination at Steampunk: Visions of Futures Past
— Flights of Fancy!

This annual celebration of retro-futuristic creativity brings together makers, tinkerers,
and dreamers for a weekend filled with curious contraptions, fantastic fashion, and
creative innovation. A Steampunked Life will be back again this year, offering up a
collection of gear-driven art, vintage flair, and oddities. Shop handcrafted goods, see the
sights, and enjoy a full immersion into an alternative Victorian-inspired universe.

Fantasy/Steampunk Author Mark Piggott join us for our annual exposition of
Steampunk artistry and innovation.

Port Hampton Lecture

“America’s Inconvenient Truths: Remembering the Transatlantic Trade in a
Time of Erasure”

Monday, June 9, 7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.

Free Admission

“Slavery is American (and International) history, and that history remains gravely
incomplete if we do not tell the truth about what happened on the Middle Passage,”
according to Chadra Pittman, Founder and Executive Director of The Sankofa Projects.
In this lecture, Pittman will highlight critical time periods in American history that have
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influenced our current political landscape, and shaped America’s cultural hegemony so
that we can learn from these “inconvenient truths” that shaped our nation.

Presented by the Hampton History Museum in partnership with the Unity Commission,
this program is a prelude to Sankofa's 14th Annual Day of Remembrance Ceremony
taking place at Fort Monroe on Saturday, June 14 starting at 11 a.m.

Sankofa’s 14th Annual International Day of Remembrance Ceremony
Outlook Beach, Fort Monroe

Saturday, June 14, 2025, starting at 11:00 a.m.

Free and open to the public

The Sankofa Projects hosts their 14th Annual International Day of Remembrance at
Outlook Beach at the Fort Monroe National Monument.

Remembrance is a spiritual ceremony honoring the millions of African men, women,
and children who perished during the Middle Passage of the Transatlantic Slave Trade,
which is referred to as “the largest forced migration in history and undeniably one of the
most inhumane,” according to the United Nations. Following in the tradition initiated
by activist and scholar Toni Cade Bambara in 1989, Chadra Pittman, Founder &
Executive Director of The Sankofa Projects, brought Remembrance to Hampton in 2012,
to give voice to this untold chapter in the annals of slavery. “Recognizing the historical
significance of the city of Hampton as the birthplace of slavery in North America and
where the seeds of freedom were sown through the Contraband Decision in 1861, it was
imperative to begin a tradition of Remembrance in Hampton” says Pittman.

The day’s events will include an annual Ceremonial Remembrance Walk around the
Tree of Remembrance, a procession to the water, poetry, drumming and traditional
songs and theatrical performances. At 12:00 noon an International Libation will occur
simultaneously across the United States in Brooklyn, New York; Montgomery, Alabama;
Oakland, California; Charleston, South Carolina St. Croix, Virgin Islands, and
internationally.

Event partners are the Hampton History Museum, National Park Service, Fort Monroe
Authority, Hampton Conventions and Visitors Bureau, Casemate Museum, and Unity
Commission.

Hampton History Museum

The Hampton History Museum is located at 120 Old Hampton Lane in Downtown
Hampton. There is plenty of free parking in the garage across from the museum. Open
Monday-Saturday, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Sunday 1:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. Closed major
holidays. Admission is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors, active military, active NASA, AAA,
children 4-12, free to children under 4. For more information, call 757-727-1102, visit
www.HamptonHistorvMuseum.org, or like the Hampton History Museum on Facebook
and Instagram.



http://www.hamptonhistorymuseum.org/
http://www.hamptonhistorymuseum.org/

#H##

Images attached:

Steampunk “Flights of Fancy” graphic

Chadra Pittman portrait, courtesy of Chadra Pittman
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Partially bordered by the Hampton Roads harbor and Chesapeake Bay, Hampton, with
the 344,000 sq. ft. Hampton Roads Convention Center and the award-winning
Hampton Coliseum, is located in the center of Coastal Virginia and the Hampton Roads
metropolitan area. Hampton is the site of America's first continuous English-speaking
settlement, the site of the first arrival of Africans in English North America, and is home
to such visitor attractions as the Virginia Air & Space Science Center, Fort Monroe
National Monument, Hampton History Museum, Hampton University Museum, The
American Theatre, among others.



