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Contact: Pam Henifin, Publicity Chair, Hampton-Newport News Tour/Historic Garden Week
henifins@gmail.com, 757/570-1967 (cell)

Hampton-Newport News Garden Tour Celebrates Hampton’s History and Seaside Living
Wednesday, April 30, 2025

Hampton’s connection to the water will be on full display April 30" during the Garden Club of
Virginia’s Historic Garden Week. Historic Little England; circa 1888; and Merrimac Shores, whose
coastline overlooks the Hampton Roads’ Battle of the U.S.S Monitor and the C.S.S. Merrimac site,
are this year’s featured neighborhoods. Five houses, resplendent with flower arrangements and
boasting lovely views will welcome the Hampton-Newport News Garden Tour guests.

The Hampton Carousel, built in 1920 and listed on the National Register of Historic Places, will offer
free rides for tour ticket holders on April 30™. Located on the downtown Hampton waterfront and a
point of pride for the citizens of this 415-year-old city, the restored carousel is one of 170 antique
carousels in the United States.

Hampton Master Gardener presentations, a flower arranging demonstration and a botanical art
exhibit are also included in the ticket price. St. John’s Episcopal Church, established in 1610, will
offer free tours. Plein Air artists will be sketching at several of the tour homes.

“Members of the Huntington and Hampton Roads Garden Clubs arrange all the flowers. The
planning for the arrangements starts months in advance,” says Amy Behm, Co-Chair of the Hampton
Tour. “Our clubs have a reputation for creating beautiful arrangements; we have guests who come
every year just to see what our members will think up next,” adds Cindy Hyman, Behm’s Co-Chair.

Proceeds from Historic Garden Week tours fund the Garden Club of Virginia’s restoration projects
and graduate fellowships in landscape architeture. The cost of an advance ticket is $45. To buy
tour tickets and for detailed information about the Hampton Tour and Historic Garden Week,
visit VaGardenWeek.org.
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