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Hampton’s Streetcar 390 Project: Tracing the Tracks Bus Tours
June 14 and 21, 2025

Hampton, VA — Spend an afternoon tracing the streetcar routes of Hampton between
1880’s and 1946. This adventure will be led by local community historian Greg Siegel,
chair of the Streetcar 390 Project. Your journey will begin and end at the Hampton
History Museum. The tour will take place on Saturday, June 14th and Saturday, June
21st. Departure will be at 1pm and the tour should last 3 hours. It will begin and end at
the Hampton History Museum. Tickets to the event are free with a donation to the
Streetcar 390 Project. To reserve your space, please call the Hampton History Museum
at 757-727-1102 — only 14 seats per tour so get your tickets early!

The tour traces the old streetcar routes and explores Hampton’s rich history of growth
and change during the latter part of the 19th century and in the early 20th century. The
tour goes from downtown Hampton to Buckroe, Phoebus, and Fort Monroe and
includes a special stop at the restoration site of the Streetcar.

About the Streetcar

Built in 1917 and delivered to Hampton in 1918, the 390 was in use until January 1946.
It was one of 20 remaining streetcars running before all streetcars were discontinued in
favor of buses. The 390 was built by the J.G. Brill Company of Philadelphia, PA. When
the 390 arrived in Hampton it was 8’6” wide and 46' 7” long, and could carry 52 seated
passengers and approximately 40 standing, although this number was often exceeded
during peak periods.

After it was pulled from service, the 390 was sold and turned into a private home until it
was acquired by the Baltimore Streetcar Museum. The 390 was welcomed back to
Hampton with a ceremony on August 2, 2017, and in 2018 the restoration began.

The restoration has been spearheaded by Hampton’s Streetcar 390 Project with support
from the Hampton History Museum and the City of Hampton. The facility where the
restoration is being done is provided by the Fort Monroe Authority. Keith Bray, who has
restored streetcars around the country, is leading the restoration with support from
volunteers.
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After restoration, plans call for the streetcar to be placed in a custom-built pavilion in
Downtown Hampton. The pavilion will be home to the 390 and act as a learning venue
featuring multimedia displays about how the streetcar system functioned and shaped
the physical and cultural development of the Lower Virginia Peninsula.
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Partially bordered by the Hampton Roads harbor and Chesapeake Bay, Hampton, with
the 344,000 sq. ft. Hampton Roads Convention Center and the award-winning
Hampton Coliseum, is located in the center of Coastal Virginia and the Hampton Roads
metropolitan area. Hampton is the site of America's first continuous English-speaking
settlement, the site of the first arrival of Africans in English North America, and is home
to such visitor attractions as the Virginia Air & Space Science Center, Fort Monroe
National Monument, Hampton History Museum, Hampton University Museum, The
American Theatre, among others.



